
This seminar invites students to think deeply and critically about the broad 
theme of life. Drawing on scholarly, literary, and visual texts, we will 
move from discussions about current concerns over race and immigration, 
to considerations of indigenous sovereignty and the politics of extraction. 
Finally, we will expand discussions of life to include non-human others. 
What happens when we consider the possibility that rocks listen and 
earth-beings (such as rivers and glaciers) speak? It is my hope that our 
rigorous examination of these and other issues will serve as windows 
through which we can view the workings of alterity, marginalization, and 
vulnerability, as well as survey pathways to alternative and better futures.
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