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This course examines how prison abolitionists in the Pacific Northwest theorize 
resistance to the carceral state through lived experience and practice. While it 
treats recent scholarship on state violence, the course emphasizes reading the 
cultural productions and practices of local abolitionist communities as theories 
in themselves. We will discuss the Women of Color Speak Out Collective, the No 
New Youth Jail movement, the #BlockTheBunker campaign, the Tacoma Detention 
Center hunger strike, the Black Prisoners Caucus at Monroe, the Freedom Education 
Project Puget Sound, and University Beyond Bars. The course will invite speakers 
from these communities to guest lecture, including formerly incarcerated individuals 
themselves. Along with traditional academic assignments, the course includes a 
final project in which students will collaborate to produce mixed-media projects on 
the meaning and possibilities of critical justice education.


