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Knowing the City:

From Poetics to Political Economy
CHID

Our readings and discussions this quarter will revolve around the question, “how can one ‘know’ a city?” A primary concern 
of ours will be exploring the tensions between what kinds of knowledge have historically ‘counted’ as knowledge of cities 
and alternative approaches for understanding, interpreting, and experiencing urban spaces. As the title of the course 
suggests, we will investigate cities from the perspectives of both poetics and political economy, but this alliterative couple 
does not exhaust our toolkit. We will also interrogate urban knowledge production via affect, queer, feminist, and critical 
theory, narrative and experimental writing and film, urban geography and planning, as well as performance and media 
studies.


