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In this class, we’ll encounter three bodies of 
thought that offer foundational critiques of the 
Enlightenment subject: Marxism, psychoanalysis, 
and genealogical thinking indebted to Nietzsche 
and elaborated in the work of Michel Foucault. 
We’ll also explore some critical traditions that 
address the omissions and limits of these bodies 
of thought to augur the mobilization of a counter-
modernity: key interventions within postcolonial, 
feminist, queer, and critical race studies. As we 
proceed, we’ll mark some significant “turns” in 
critical thought, and in the process, you’ll increase 
your facility and familiarity with a range of 
theoretical texts and debates!


