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The CHID Junior Colloquium focuses on theoretical and practical
problems involved in knowledge production. Traditional western
thought is grounded in a two-world view that presumes, on the one
hand, that there is a world ‘out there,” and on the other hand, that there
is human knowledge and experience of that world. This class examines
the western presupposition that reality and human knowledge,
meaning, and experience of reality are ‘worlds apart,’ that is, that they
are defined in terms of a primordial separation. Myriad cultural
commonplaces, such as ‘objectivity in science,” ‘media representation,’
‘body image,” and ‘personal experience,” are derived from this dualism.
Unfortunately, many undesirable effects have also emerged - most
notably, the brute forces of Imperialism: against other humans, against
animals, and against the environment. The ability of humans to
distance themselves from the world, as we will see, is both miraculous
and dangerous.



